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If you’re a homeowner who has seen the 
assessment on your house rise a signifi-
cant amount, you usually protest it.

You might bring evidence to your hear-
ing like the fact that a ton of homes in your 
neighborhood are in foreclosure. Surely 
that would have some effect on your 
assessment, right?

Not in Fort Bend County.

Homeowners in that suburban enclave 
are told bluntly that such matters as fore-
closures, or how long other homes stay 
on the market before selling, will not be 
taken into account when determining a 
property’s value.

It’s state law, says Glen Whitehead, the 
county’s chief appraiser.

“You have to use 
an arms-length trans-
action, part of which 
is having a willing 
seller and a willing 
buyer  b o t h  t r y i n g 
to  maximize their 
gain,” he says. “With 
a foreclosure, that’s 
not an arms-length 
transaction.”

And using such fac-
tors as how long simi-
lar homes stay on the 
market would take too 
many resources, he 
says. Not to mention 
that some homes don’t 
sell at first because 
the owners are asking 
too much.

On the other hand…
Harris County takes 
both foreclosures and 
“market-time” into 
account when a home
owner presents such 
evidence, says Guy 
Griscom, the coun-
ty ’s assistant chief 
appraiser.

“We definitely do,” 
he says. “When the 
preponderance of sales in a particular 
neighborhood are all foreclosures and 
that is the market, then we do take it 
into consideration.”

Apparently “state law” has some wrig-
gle room.

“We’ve always fought the state, for 
many years, trying to get foreclosures 
included,” says Fort Bend’s Whitehead. 
“And I remember days when that was 
all there was. I remember fighting Mr. 

Robinson on that because he was at the 
state at the time.”

“Mr. Robinson” is Jim Robinson, now 
Harris County’s chief appraiser.

“I guess it depends on what side of 
the fence you’re on,” Whitehead says. 
“Harris County’s got some unique things 
they do.”

Griscom notes, by the way, that Har-
ris County lowered values on more than 
123,000 properties this year.

“That’s more than we’ve done since the 
late ’80s, early ’90s, because we did have 
the foreclosures becoming the market in 
some select neighborhoods,” he says.

We’re not sure how “select” those 
neighborhoods are if foreclosures are the 
main market driver, but Griscom says they 
mostly involve neighborhoods of homes in 
the $85,000-$100,000 price range.

We suppose those property owners 
should just be 
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Most everyone expected a tough year for the Astros this season, but the past few weeks have been brutal. 
Embarrassing sweeps by the Brewers, the Yankees and the Orioles. Barely staying out of last place in the 
NL Central as we write this. Who are these guys?

Player

Brandon Backe

Miguel Tejada

Lance Berkman

Cecil Cooper

Scrappy hometown hero with balls 
like Tony Montana

Hard-hitting shortstop possibly  
disgraced by steroid allegations

The guy who’s hitting .400

Rock-steady manager whom the 
team respects

Scrappy hometown hero with an 
ERA like Jose Lima

Light-hitting shortstop possibly 
disgraced by comparisons to  

Adam Everett

The guy who’s hitting .300

Panicky manager whose odd moves 
the team laughs at

“Say hello to my little friend!!  
I call him ‘Gopher Ball.’”

Plus he lied about his age!  
We may never trust ballplayers 

again

His trendline makes newspaper 
stock look healthy

Pretty soon he’ll have the now-
divided team united. Against him
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“Harris County’s

got some unique things 

they do.”


