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Most of us unwashed plebeians don’t realize 
it, but there’s a posh, mansion-filled neigh-
borhood just off Westheimer and Gessner. 
And the residents of that neighborhood 
would like to keep it that way.

Rivercrest is a U-shaped street that 
hooks up with Westheimer at its two ends. 
The Rivercrest Homeowners Association, 
shaken that so much riffraff was either 
cruising through the neighborhood or 
using Rivercrest as a shortcut, petitioned to 
have the city abandon the street so it could 
be closed and, presumably, gated. (Any 
“shortcuts” would involve people driving 
to Piney Point or Bunker Hill Village, so 
you know you’re dealing with real soccer-
mom Lincoln Navigator trash.)

Signs went up last fall about the proposed 
change, and some people got up in arms. The 
city rejected the proposal in October, though, 
so the issue seemed settled.

Except that now the Public Works 
Department has a project going on that looks 
like it will be closing Rivercrest.

“That to me is absolutely amazing, that 
some wealthy residents could actually have 
a street closed [that is] owned by the city of 
Houston,” says one member of the hoi polloi 
who noticed the construction. “Wouldn’t it 
be nice if everyone could close their streets 
for their kids to play on?”

Not to worry, says Public Works spokes-
man Alvin Wright. “There is no abandon-

ing the street, there is no 
gated community, there 
is nothing like that,” he 
says. “It may look like 
that now, but that’s not 
the case at all.”

The city is adding 
some features designed 
to decrease “cut-through” 
traffic, Wright says; to do 
that, it may temporar-
ily look like the street is 
being closed.

In fact, Mayor Bill 
White, in rejecting Riv-
ercrest’s request, made it 
clear in a letter that street 
abandonments “will be 
rare because residents 
ought to be able to rely on 
existing street grids.”

So call off the revolu-
tion — the city hasn’t sold 
out to the privileged few 
(this time).

Not that they’re get-
ting any love for it. The 
Rivercrest Homeowners 
Association (which didn’t 
return our calls) doesn’t 
like what the city’s doing.

“No matter what you 
do to help them, they 
want what they want 
and how they want it,” 
Wright says.

Hey, you get rich peo-
ple’s hopes up with things 
like the Ashby high-rise, 
that’s the price you have 
to pay.

Here Come the Tourists
CityPass is a program that offers packages 

of discount tickets to attractions in certain 
select cities like San Francisco, Chicago, 
New York and Seattle.

They’ve now added a new city: Houston.

To which we can only say: WTF?
Susan Wilson of CityPass says the 

company receives lots of requests from 
cities eagerly seeking to take part, but 
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A Tennessee high school golf 
team paid $417 for wristbands 

“for a charitable cause”

A Missouri guy ordered wrist-
bands that were supposed to 

say “Decriminalize It”

 A Massachusetts woman paid 
extra to have her wristbands 

FedExed

An Alabama woman ordered 
her wristbands delivered 

overnight

They never got them, and “numer-
ous voice-mails have been placed 

in regard to this matter on the 
company’s toll-free numbers. None 

have been returned.”

The wristbands instead said 
“Dicriminalize It”

After not getting them, she called 
and they were eventually sent via 

UPS

They were not delivered overnight. 
“I have sent them at least 5 emails, 

and have called several times and left 
voicemails but noone will answer the 
phone or return my call,” she writes

They want a refund: “School bookkeeping 
procedures must be met,” they say — which, 

when you think about it, is hardly that 
menacing a threat. Unless you work for the 

school district.

From the BBB complaint: “My issue was 
that the tital[sic] that I wanted printed on 
my wristband was mis spelled[sic], I spoke 

with Nicholas and evrythimg[double sic] was 
very cordual[sic] and that everything was 

dome[sic] via computer…” We can’t imagine 
what it was he wants decriminalized.

“I wonder if they would have refunded the 
shipping charge if I hadn’t mentioned the 
Attorney General in my final e-mail,” she 

writes. We’re guessing no.

Did it work? “I want my bracelets and I 
want to be refunded the $80 for overnight 
shipping!” she told the BBB. Our advice: 

Mention the attorney general.

There are a million sad stories in the files of the Houston chapter of the Better Business Bureau. 
Well, maybe not a million, but there are quite a few. And here is one of them: WristbandsNOW, 
headquartered out in the 11000 block of Westheimer, who wouldn’t return our calls.


