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We don’t have a Drudge Report siren, 
but if we did it’d be blaring now. BREAK­
ING NEWS (MUST CREDIT HOUSTON 
PRESS): High school kids can act up as the 
end of the school year nears.

Or at least some of them can. And now 
3,000 students at Fort Bend ISD’s High­
tower High School are paying the price.

On May 2 — a Friday, of course — the 
unthinkable happened. We’ll let princi­
pal Patricia Paquin describe the horrific 
scene, as relayed in a letter to parents: 
“During the passing of classes, students 
gathered on the second-floor catwalk and 
hall areas overlooking the main hallway. 
Bottles and/or containers of liquids were 
thrown on the students below. Students in 
the main hallway area also threw bottles/
containers of liquids.”

And…and…and surely there was some­
thing else, right? No. Paquin’s solution: 
Ban all “drinks or containers contain­
ing liquids.” Students and backpacks are 
searched as they enter the building. At 
least one kid had his container of deodor­
ant taken away. (Question: Which would 
you rather experience, possibly having to 
dodge a thrown deodorant container, or 
sitting next to someone who just finished 
PE but couldn’t use deodorant?)

The result of all this is 
not only long lines at the 
beginning of the school 
day, it’s long lines for the 
few vending machines 
selling drinks at lunch. 
And for those at the end 
of those lines, a dispiriting 
selection of the dregs of 
the machines.

The school district isn’t 
commenting. The prin­
cipal’s letter noted that 
items that were tossed 
included containers filled 
with urine (Kids!), but 
there’s been no official 
word yet that the district 
plans to ban all urine at 
Hightowe r.  A l t h o u g h 
making it so difficult to get 
drinks could accomplish 
that goal, we suppose.

Not all  parents are 
happy. “My son brings a 
thermos with soup, Spa­
ghettiOs and sometimes 
yogurt. Are these going to 
qualify as liquids and be 
confiscated?” one parent 
wrote to a school board 
member. (“Do the Spa­
ghettiOs include urine?” 
the school board member 
didn’t reply.)

Paquin told parents, 
“It is extremely disheart­
ening to see our students 
behave this way,” and 
she “stressed” that the 
increased security will be 
in place for the rest of the 
school year.
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Armageddon

 A sober, measured plan  
protecting good students from 

bad apples

Students enjoy a peaceful 
campus

Students learn respect for law

A prank that went a little too far

A Soviet gulag

Students enjoy that store-brand 
Black Cherry Cola that’s been 
sitting in the vending machine 

for a year

Students learn how to smuggle 
in liquids

On the bright side, there could 
have been worse urine-delivery 

methods used

You think “gulag” is over-the-top? 
Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn wasn’t 
allowed to bring Gatorade into 

his cell

Even Solzhenitsyn didn’t have to 
suffer that

Teaching the terrorists of tomor-
row today!
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Back in the days before ZTUs existed all over Texas, students were sometimes able to engage in 
what experts called “pranks” or “harmless fooling around.” The Legislature, working with school-
district bureaucrats, saw the threat to democracy if such actions were allowed to continue. Thus 
was born the Zero Tolerance Unit, a brave group of men and women determined to teach kids that 
the world makes no sense. See the first column item for the background to this week’s episode.
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