
hostface Killah is a brilliant 
storyteller and lyricist, the 
only Wu-Tang Clan mem-
ber still  making relevant 

solo albums and a prolific, increasingly 
media-savvy artist who nonetheless 
seems to constantly shoot himself in the 
foot commercially.

He’s also a crybaby. 
Recently, word got out that Wu-Tang 

would release its first album in six 
years, 8 Diagrams, on December 4. This 
happened to coincide with the date 
Ghost had set for his new album, The 
Big Doe Rehab.

So, like any sixth grader who didn’t 
get the front seat despite clearly having 
called “shotgun,” he threw a hissy fit. “I 
had December 4 for the longest,” he told 
MTV.com in October. “They trying to f-
-- around and make me push my album 
back and doing all this. But n---as ain’t 
f---ing around or give us money when 
we did them Wu-Tang tours. The first 
one, they paid us after a while, but this 
last one, n---as is holding onto a lot of 
money.” (Censorship MTV’s.)

The hierarchy Ghost  refers  to 
appears to include RZA and Steve Rif-
kind, president of Wu’s current label, 
SRC Records.  Ghost ’s  disenchant-
ment apparently extends to 8 Diagrams 
itself, rumored to include little of his 
input. Like a football coach coddling a 
bratty star player, RZA quickly capitu-
lated after the MTV.com interview and 
pushed Wu’s album back a week.

But one wonders: Is Ghost really 
upset about finances? If so, why does he 
make so many bogus career moves?

Why, for instance, release The Big 
Doe Rehab in the midst of one of the 
most jam-packed fourth quarters in rap 
history? Besides Wu, no less than Nas, 
Jay‑Z, Nelly, Lupe Fiasco, Styles P, Sai-
gon and Lil Wayne all have CDs slated 
to drop within a month of Ghost’s.

Ghost’s impatience has harmed him 
before; sales of 2006’s Fishscale were 
likely cannibalized by the release of 
More Fish eight and a half months later. 
(And vice versa.) Whereas Fishscale was 
a tour de force focused on the cocaine 
trade, More Fish was a lackluster effort, 
containing a song in which he claims 
the script to the movie Ray was jacked 
from him, an ode to Texas Hold ’Em, a 
track he’s not even on sung by Eamon 
(the “Fuck It” guy) and a recycled MF 
Doom beat.

Furthermore, Ghost seems to have no 
interest in writing a radio-friendly song, 
shunning the rappers/crooners of the 
moment (T-Pain, 

Akon, JT, etc.) on his stu-
dio albums in favor of his 
own weed carriers (Trife 
Da God, Cappadonna) and 
Wu-Tang cronies.

None of this is a bad 
thing, and backpackers, 
comic book fans and indie 
rockers worldwide love him 
for just being him. In fact, 
he is appealing directly to 
his base by releasing a new 
book of MTV2-inspired 
musings, The World Accord-
ing to Pretty Toney,  and 
starring in the Jon Favreau-
directed Iron Man, due out 
next year.

Ghost’s business deci-
sions are senseless,  his 
temper tantrums point-
less and his materialism 
seems disingenuous. But as for the 
artist entwined in all that, one hopes 
Ghostface Killah will never change.

Ghostface Killah performs Sunday, Novem‑
ber 25, at Warehouse Live, 813 St. Emanuel, 
713‑225‑5483. The show is free, but an RSVP to 
www.scion.com/livemetro is required.

houstonpress.com M O N T H  X X–X X ,  X X X X H O U S T O N  P R E S S �

Career Killah
Is Ghostface as dumb as he 
wants you to think he is?
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G Ghostface Killah: coming soon to a celebrity poker table 
near you

Sunday night, Kelly Clarkson and Tori 
Amos will perform a football field or so 
apart from each other, Clarkson at the 
Verizon Wireless Theater and Amos at 
Jones Hall. Besides enjoying consider-
able critical and commercial success, 
both women have legitimate claims to 
the title of pop’s reigning drama queen 
(non-Britney division), so the Press put 
together this handy chart to help tell 
them apart. — Chris Gray

Cherchez les Femmes

Kelly Clarkson Tori Amos

Background

Skeleton in 
closet

Style

Typical
subjects

Sample lyric

Recent drama

Typical fan

Ex-waitress from southern Fort 
Worth suburb Burleson,

age 25

American Idol Season 1 winner 
(2002)

Down-home everygal after Hot 
Topic makeover

Betrayal, Revenge,
Emancipation, Empowerment

“I can’t breathe, no I can’t sleep, 
I’m barely hangin’ on”

(“Behind These Hazel Eyes”)

Clashed with label boss Clive 
Davis over artistic control of 

latest LP My December

High school seniors; aging, 
slightly creepy indie-rock dudes

Methodist preacher’s daughter 
from Newton, North Carolina, 

age 44

Lead singer, ’80s hair-metal 
band Y Kant Tori Read

Confessional, theatrical Alpha 
Female/Faerie Queen

Betrayal, Revenge,
Emancipation, Empowerment

“Give me life, give me pain, give 
me myself again” 

(“Little Earthquakes”)

Songs on new album American 
Doll Posse alternate between 

five mythology-inspired
personalities

Whole Foods shoppers; under-
grad poetry majors; aging, 

slightly creepy indie-rock dudes
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