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that. He also knows it doesn’t pay to be 
too free with compliments.

“From the time a girl is sixteen or 
seventeen and starts going to parties, 
she’s always hit on and pursued,” Cou-
gar Hunter explains. “She starts noticing 
that guys do the same things. They say, 
‘You’re so cute’ and buy her a drink.”

“By the time she’s 23,” Ikon adds, 
“that’s seven years, and even if she only 
goes out twice a week, she’ll have heard 
it 3,050 times.”

Instead of commenting on your pretty 
eyes, a pickup artist will make a shrewd 
observation about your personality. “If 
you convey positive things, people tend 
to agree,” says Monty, a 31-year-old man-
ager at an engineering company in Fair-
view Heights. “I say very general things. 
When someone is cold, I’ll say, ‘I’ll bet 
people think you’re cold, but it just takes 
time for you to warm up.’ That’s true 
about every single person in the world.

“The ‘game’ is about having canned 
openers,” Monty continues. “I don’t 
believe in being untruthful. I don’t read 
something out of a book and spit it back 
to a woman. Women are highly intuitive. 
If you lie, you’re going to get caught.”

Some of Monty’s openers stem from 
genuine questions. “I was hanging out 

with this girl,” he remembers. “We had 
a good conversation and she offered me 
her phone number. Then she said, ‘I kind 
of have a boyfriend.’ What does that even 
mean?”

Other PUAs prefer more fl amboyant 
tactics. “I saw this girl sitting at a bar,” 
Trix remembers. “I stuck my arm on 
her shoulder and then, when she turned 
around, I said, ‘Oh, you’re not who I 
thought you were.’ She liked my confi -
dence and gave me a ride home.”

Assanova, meanwhile, once picked up 
a girl by saying “fuck you” over and over.

Not all of Trix’s openers have been 
successful. “I went into Victoria’s Secret 
once and held up a thong and asked, ‘How 
would this look on me?’ I failed horribly. 
My stepmom had a good laugh. She rolled 
her eyes and walked away.”

Then there’s the close. “You don’t 
actively ask for a phone number,” says 
Monty. “It makes you look needy. When 
a girl comes up to me 
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