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R
ecently minted a Mensa member 
and patiently awaiting our Jeop-
ardy! callback, Unreal was feel-

ing quite scholarly when we received a 
press release announcing that an aca-
demic conference entitled “Sexing the 
Look” is to be held April 3 and 4 at the 
University of Missouri-St. Louis. The 
conference will “explore the use and 
impact of sexualized imagery in popular 
culture.”

Unreal, who happens to be somewhat 
of an expert in, ahem, using sexualized 
imagery, put on our smoking jacket and 
got on the blower. Kathy Gentile, direc-
tor of the Institute for Women’s and 

Gender Studies at UMSL and the orga-
nizer of the conference, was happy to 
give us the lowdown.

Unreal: Why “Sexing the Look”?
Kathy Gentile: A lot of feminist fi lm 

criticism refers to the male gaze, and 
most mainstream fi lms are constructed 
from a male point of view and tend to 
sexualize women. Sexualized women 
are seen as a threat, and in most of these 
fi lms the women have to be kind of put 
down or invalidated or castrated so that 
they don’t pose a threat to that male 
viewer.

But you won’t be castrating any male 
viewers at this conference?

Not literally, no. We have a lot of guys 
participating and presenting.

Why not “Looking Sexy,” or something 
a little more spicy for the title?

You don’t like “Sexing the Look”? It’s 
not a how-to conference. At least — well, 
I don’t know, people will take away dif-
ferent things.

The press release comes with a dis-
claimer that says, “Due to the theme of 
the conference, presentations and discus-
sions may be explicitly sexual.” What’s 
the deal?

Well, I really didn’t know what to 
expect when I sent out the call for research 
papers. In some [fi lm] 
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“Sexualized women are seen as a 

threat, and in most of these fi lms 

women have to be put down.”

Sexing the Lunk

continued on page 10
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“Where’s Mommy’s Prozac?”
http://annoyed-partyofone.com
Author: Jennifer L. NYOB
About the blogger: “I’m a 30-something 
(actually I am 39, but 30-something sounds 
better) mother of two daughters (ages 18 
and 14) and a teenage son (age 18). I read 
obsessively and I like to scrapbook, watch 
movies and spend time with my family. I 
also struggle with depression and anxiety, 
hence the name of this blog. Welcome to my 
world.”
Recent Highlight (March 6): 13 of My 
Favorite Chain Restaurants (and what 
I like to eat when dining there) [note 
from Unreal: After the fi rst six, we were no 
longer hungry.]

1) Red Lobster — I love almost every-
thing at Red Lobster — lobster tail, crab 
legs, coconut shrimp, crab fettuccini alfredo 
and, of course, their Cheddar Bay Biscuits!

2) Waffl e House — Their pecan waffl es 
are the best, and I love their hashbrowns 
— scattered, smothered and covered (scat-

tered on the grill, smothered with onions and 
covered with cheese).

3) TGI Friday’s — Their Bloody Mary’s 
are the best, IMO. As for food — right now 
I’m digging their Parmesan Crusted Chicken. 
Of course, they were probably discontinue it 
just because I like it so much. And for des-
sert — those little cinnamon sugar donuts 
they bring hot to your table with the icing 
for dipping — YUM — (side note: I am going 
here for lunch today with some friends from 
work!)

4) Qdoba — I always order their Three 
Cheese Nachos with Beef. About six months 
ago, I was eating them every single week 
because every time I made a trip to C’ville to 
pick up/drop off the girls for weekend visita-
tion with their (asshole) father, we would go 
there. (Hmmm… and I was wondering how 
I gained weight.) Qdoba has spoiled me rot-
ten — I will never eat that crap at Taco Bell 
again.

5) Fazolli’s — This is a Monday night 
staple at my house because I usually go 
through the drive-thru and pick up dinner on 
my way home on Monday nights. I always 
get their baked spaghetti and I think their 
breadsticks beat Olive Garden’s hands-down 
any day.

6) Cracker Barrel — Since my Mom 
doesn’t make Chicken & Dumplins anymore, 
I have to go here to get my Chicken & Dump-
lin fi x. They are as good as Mom’s (shhh… 
don’t tell her that).

Know of  an Unreal-worthy local blog? Send the 
URL to unreal@riverfronttimes.com
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